Westward Newspaper Project Check List

Student: ____________________________________________Date:__________________________

	MAJOR CONTENT CRITERIA
	Student Check

	1. There are at least 4 major articles: Although the articles might move across more than one of the major areas of focus we’re using to break down this historical period, its each article should have a main focus is in one of the following 4 categories we’ve discussed: SOCIAL/CULTURAL, PEOPLE/PERSONALITIES (editorial from person’s perspective), TECHNOLOGY/INDUSTRY, CONFLICT/COOPERATION.
	

	2. There is at least 1 historically accurate obituary for a western personage.  If the date of death falls outside of the westward period (1800-1860), that’s fine, as long as the person was significant to the Westward Expansion era.
	

	3. There are at least 3 historically appropriate advertisements.
	

	4. There is at least 1 “political cartoon” commenting on a historically appropriate controversial topic.
	

	5. The paper includes appropriate organizational text features: front-page banner with name of paper, date, volume, edition, price, etc.
	

	6. The students accurately and consistently give credit to sources in the form of a bibliographic citation at the end of the article or in a section of the paper entitled "Bibliography". All students should cite at least one source, probably our class text, American History, most will have 6-10 sources.
	

	TOTALS
	

	MINOR CONTENT CRITERIA
	

	1.  Drawings clearly illustrate the meaning of the stories and advertisements; captions are included when appropriate.
	

	2. The paper includes appropriate organizational text features, such as a table of contents.  Possible sections would be Front Page, Opinion Page, Weather, In The Region, Horoscope, Advertisements, Obituaries, etc.  Students are free to make up their own sections.


	

	3.  Humor is used in good taste.
	

	DEPTH/TASK CRITERIA
	Student Check

	1.  The student has used class time well in working towards completion of the project?
	

	2.  The student has attempted to move beyond a mere surface or literal interpretation of the project?
	

	3.  The final product is easily legible, reflecting attention to detail and neatness.
	


