Constitutional Debate
Speech Writing 101

How to write your speech.

chairwoman of the Brady Campaign
stated “Something is wrong when a child born in the
United States is 12 times more likely to die from guns
than one born in 26 other major industrialized
nations.”

Backeround Info

Yoice

Don't forget: The voice needs to be
appropriate for the topic and audience.
The speech needs a persuasive effect.
How do we do that?

That means formal writing style

No "I think” or I feel” statements

Always support ideas with evidence

Do not use I, you, me, we, us (except in quotes
or at the call to action)

Backeround Info

Thesis and Subtopics




Subtopics and Thesis

Should the government have
the ability to control who owns
agun?

Gun control is good.

Purpose of the Call to
Action

Check the type of auotes

Conclusion Restatement of
Thesis

Should the government be able
to decide who owns a gun?

Individual gun ownership is bad.

Call to Action

As citizens, we have a Vote to keep gun control.
right to feel safe in our Tell your friends the benefits
communities knowing of gun control.

that laws keep guns out

the hands of dangerous

people. You can protect

these gun control laws by

writing your congressmen

to show your support for

his work in keeping laws

like mandatory

background checks.

The purpose of Constitutions
Citations




A. Constitution Topic Sentence

The nation was
founded on the
Constitution and it
should be followed
today.

B. Constitution Quote

A direct quote of the 2nd
Amendment won't work because
you need an expert saying what

the 2" Amendment means.

D. Constitution Quote
Set-Up

Additionally, the “well Nothing between topic
regulated Militia” sentence and the
interpretation has been quote.

used by courts since

1939.

A. Constitution Quote
Set-Up

The language of the
Second Amendment
says "A well regulated

Militia, being necessary

to the security of a
free State, the right of

the people to keep and
bear Arms, shall not be

infringed.”

Nothing between topic
sentence and the
quote.

C. Constitution Analysis

This proves that the
founding fathers intended
for the 2"d Amendment to
allow gun ownership in the
context of protecting the
state as a militia, not as a
private individual. If it was
intended to be a right of
individual gun ownership,
they would not include
language of “militia” or
“security of a free state” in
the 2nd Amendment.

Firearms need to be
controlled.

Constitution Quote

“Gun Laws Work. The legal and
historical record is clear: gun
laws are constitutional.”




Consti ion Analysis

This confirms that the 2nd
Amendment is not being violated in
any way because courts are making
decisions based on the use of guns
in the context of state organized
militias.

Firearms need to be
controlled.

Democratic ideal Topic
sentence

How would life be if every
corner you turned you would
find a world full of people who
are dangerous people with
guns?

You will now learn why our
democratic ideals support gun
control.

Democratic Ideal Quote

Jim Abrams states, “The panel
also urged federal agencies to
expand programs to prevent
school violence and said the
Health and Human Services
Department should focus on
college students in its mental
health public education
campaign.”

We should have gun
ownership.

Democratic ideal
Quote Set-Un

The democratic ideal of
life strengthens the
argument for gun control
laws. When dangerous
people are allowed to
possess guns, innocent
lives are at risk.

Note: 2nd quote set-up
needs a transitional phrase

Nothing between topic
sentence and the quote.
Democratic ideals are
important and I'm going to
tell you why they support
gun control.

Democratic ldeal Analys

This illustrates that
background checks and
other regulations on gun
ownership need to be
effective in order to
protect human life. Those
32 people would not have
died if all states were in
compliance with national
background checks.

Guns don't make people
safe.




2" pemocratic ideal
Quote Set-Up

In addition to life, the Nothing between topic sentence
democratic ideal of e e .

. /. Democratic ideals are important
justice also supports the and I'm going to tell you why
need for gun control they support gun control.

laws. People deserve the
just reward or
consequence for choices
they make.

Note: 2" quote set-up
needs a transitional phrase

Stakeholder Topic Sentence

Gun control is
acceptable because
people are safer with
laws.

OR (if you only express common
good)

Stakeholder Quote

" an estimate of about 1.1
million violent crimes were
committed with guns in
1992.”

Or
“Gun control as a whole
has not worked to reduce
violent crime rates in this
country.”

Democratic Ideal Conclusion

Now, don't you think
people should think twice
about owning guns?

Stakeholder Quote Set-Up

After the Virginia Tech Gun control helps
shooting of 2007, students stakeholders.
and faculty of the Virginia

Tech school community

voiced concerns about the

idea of students carrying

guns on campus.

Note: 2nd quote set-up needs
a transitional phrase

Stakeholder Analysis

This demonstrates that the Weapons are threatening to the
common good of the school stakeholders.

community does not think

individual gun ownership is the

solution to reducing on-

campus violence. In fact the

students, faculty, and campus

law enforcement all support

restrictions on individual gun

ownership and believe they

would be safer without guns.




Stakeholder Conclusion

Now, don't you think we
should have guns laws?




