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Remember your two options: Remember your two options: 
•• combining your subtopics combining your subtopics 
into the thesis into the thesis 
•• stating the subtopics stating the subtopics 
individually and then ending individually and then ending 
with a concise position with a concise position 
statement on the issue. statement on the issue. 
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•• Does this clearly connect the subtopic (constitutional Does this clearly connect the subtopic (constitutional 
citations) to the thesis/position of the paper (government right citations) to the thesis/position of the paper (government right 
to control who owns a gun)? to control who owns a gun)? 

•• Transitional phrase?  Transitional phrase?  
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• Do I identify the specific part of the 
constitution that my expert will 
reference in the quote?
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•• Is my quote from an expert (judge, lawmaker, Is my quote from an expert (judge, lawmaker, 
or lawyer, or scholar) who is interpreting the or lawyer, or scholar) who is interpreting the 
meaning of the amendment?meaning of the amendment?

•• Did I use a quote verb phrase?  Did I use a quote verb phrase?  
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• Do I identify the specific part of the 
constitution that my expert will 
reference in the quote?
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•• Is my quote from an expert (judge, Is my quote from an expert (judge, 
lawmaker, or lawyer, or scholar) who is lawmaker, or lawyer, or scholar) who is 
interpreting the meaning of the interpreting the meaning of the 
amendment?amendment?

•• Did I use a quote verb phrase?  Did I use a quote verb phrase?  
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••Does this tell you Does this tell you that that democratic democratic ideals ideals support support limiting individual limiting individual 
gun ownership?gun ownership?
••Does this establish a position (restate your thesis)?Does this establish a position (restate your thesis)?
••Transitional phrase to emphasize new point?Transitional phrase to emphasize new point?

YesYes NoNo
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• Do I identify a democratic ideal?

• Do I define the meaning/value of 
the democratic ideal in the context of 
the topic?
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• Will my selected quote connect the identified democratic ideal (life)?

• Did I use a quote verb phrase?Did I use a quote verb phrase?
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• Does my analysis mention the 
specific democratic ideal (life) 
and explain the meaning of the 
democratic ideal in the context of 
the quote?

• Did I use an analysis verb 
phrase?
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• Do I identify a democratic ideal?

• Do I define the meaning/value of 
the democratic ideal in the context of 
the topic?
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•• Does this tell you that Does this tell you that 
stakeholders support individual stakeholders support individual 
gun ownership?gun ownership?
••Does this establish a Does this establish a 
position/restate your thesis?position/restate your thesis?
••Transitional phrase to Transitional phrase to 
emphasize new point?emphasize new point?
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• Do I identify a specific stakeholder 
group (community, parents, 
teachers, students, victims, etc)?

• Do I communicate the 
stakeholders reason (either it 
benefits the common good or 
promotes individual right)?
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• Did I use a quote that shows the interest or benefit of the Did I use a quote that shows the interest or benefit of the 
stakeholder?stakeholder?

•• Did I use a quote verb phrase?Did I use a quote verb phrase?
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• Does my analysis mention the 
specific stakeholder and explain 
the benefit that is identified in the 
quote?

• Did I use an analysis verb 
phrase?
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Remember that the ideas need to Remember that the ideas need to 
be the same but the way you say be the same but the way you say 
them different. them different. 
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